Chapter  9 


Rebellion:  Its  Gravity  and 
Punishment 
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9-i  Why  is  Rebellion  a Grave  Crime? 


We  see  from  the  previously  mentioned  definitions  and  details  that 
those  who  revolt  and  commit  acts  of  terrorism  against  Muslim 
citizens  and  governments  do  not  deserve  any  concessions,  because 
the  power,  strength,  stability  and  survival  of  any  nation  depends 
on  unity  and  community  cohesion,  which  these  terrorists  attempt 
to  destroy.  The  gravity  and  magnitude  of  rebellion  against  Muslim 
governments  can  be  gauged  from  the  following  commandment  of 
God  Almighty, 


jl  'JJdb  O'  OJkOJJ  djdjj  <UJ'  OjjjIAj  'J'J 

lsy>, r kidJ'i  Jeffi  j*  'j&J  jl  k-dU  j'  'jddd 

L)\j*  i^f\  doJT  J: 


‘ Indeed , those  who  wage  war  against  God  and  His 
Messenger  and  remain  engaged  in  creating  mischief  in  the 
land  [i.e.,  perpetrate  terrorism,  robbery  and  burglary], 
their  punishment  is  that  they  should  be  slain,  or  crucified, 
or  their  hands  and  their  feet  on  opposite  sides  should 
be  cut  off,  or  that  they  should  be  exiled  from  the  land. 
That  is  for  them  a humiliation  in  this  world,  and  for  them 
there  is  a terrible  torment  in  the  Hereafter’ d 


This  verse  indicates  that  it  is  binding  on  the  state  to  eliminate 
those  who  terrorise  society  through  militancy  and  violence, 
irrespective  of  their  faith  that  they  claim  to  uphold.  Explaining 
the  aforementioned  verse,  Ibn  cAbbas  ^ said, 


jdij  'j&p  Sii  ^ ^ 

■ ilhjj  iJj  id  O'J  fUUtf1  id  Otj  <ll d id  0]  <LS  jp-d-dl' 


1 Qur’an  5:33. 
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‘Whoever  takes  up  arms  against  the  community  of  Islam, 
terrorises  the  roads  and  is  subsequently  captured  and 
apprehended,  it  is  the  discretion  of  the  government  to 
kill  him,  crucify  him  or  cut  off  his  hands  and  feet  from 
opposite  sides’.1 


Imam  al-Tabari  and  Ibn  Kathlr  reported  that  SaTd  b.  al- 
Musayyab,  Mujahid,  cAta’,  al-Hasan  al-Basrl,  Ibrahim  al- 
NakhaT  and  al-Dahhak  all  shared  the  same  position.  Imam  al- 
Suyutl  narrated  the  same  view  in  al-Durr  al-manthiir.  Imam  al- 
Qurtubl  mentioned  in  his  exegesis  that  this  verse  was  revealed 
in  connection  with  a group  in  the  time  of  the  Prophet  Jfl.  They 
murdered  peaceful  people  and  plundered  wealth,  and  in  turn 
received  a severe  punishment. 

This  verse  also  indicates  that  capital  punishment  is  lawful.  Al- 
Qadl  Thana'  Allah  Panlpatl  wrote: 


jjj  CM  ,<uaJt  Jjd  j*  jl  jLJlLJs  tjjlS" 

<uLp  jjjlal J jkll  Oj'Ai  tjljd 

Jlsj  . . . tXk 


»xk 


They  [the  jurists]  concurred  that  ‘those  who  wage  war 
and  sow  corruption  in  the  earth’  mentioned  in  the  verse 
are  the  brigands,  whether  they  are  Muslims  or  from  the 
non-Muslim  citizens.  They  also  agreed  that  the  one  who 
takes  up  arms  for  the  purpose  of  spreading  fear  on  the 
roads  outside  of  the  urban  areas — as  no  help  can  reach 
there — is  an  unlawful  combatant  [mubarib]  and  brigand 
who  is  subject  to  the  rulings  contained  in  this  verse.  . . . 
Al-Baghawl  said,  ‘Those  who  rebel  within  the  urban  areas 
are  also  subject  to  the  ruling  contained  in  this  verse’.2' 


1 Ibn  Kathir,  Tafsir  al-Qur'an  al-  Agim,  2:5 1;  al-Tabari,  Jamb  al-bayan,  6:214. 

2 Al-Qadl  Thana'  Allah  Panlpatl,  al-Tafsir  al-mazharl,  3:86. 
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Al-Zamakhshari  interpreted  this  verse,  saying, 


‘They  wage  war  against  the  Messenger  of  God  0,  and 
waging  war  against  the  Muslims  takes  the  same  legal 
ruling  as  waging  war  against  him  0’.1 

Citing  this  exact  quote  from  al-Zamakhsharl,  Abu  Hafs  al-Hanball 
commented: 


dSjtd  — <uit  liilj  j0&  <uil  JjO>J  OjjjIAj  0 

Oj*jUj  UJJ  dJLijijUj  jjilt  0)}f  djiS”  to3^4  j-d  Ulsiuijj  U"‘ 


d)t 


What  is  meant  here  is  that  they  wage  war  against  the 
Messenger  of  God  0> — and  God’s  name  was  only 
mentioned  in  exaltation  and  esteem  for  the  one  against 
whom  war  is  waged,  similar  to  the  statement  of  God 
Most  High,  ‘ Indeed , those  who  pledge  fealty  to  you  are 
only  pledging  fealty  to  God’.  [Qur’an  48:io]2 


Speaking  on  this  verse,  Imam  Ibn  Humam  said  that  terrorism  is 
tantamount  to  waging  war  against  God,  the  Messenger  Jfl  and  the 
general  body  of  Muslims: 


„ a s ^ s y os'  J,  a 

<Ual  Jjjj  .^Ui  <»ill  Xddd  OS!  <UJ  (JjjJah  Cs^1 

jGpb  l«lj  Jl^Ai  ^j>  dds-  SjdS’\  jaJ 

iulsdlj  JjjjiaJ  JaitwJ'  jA  Ot  jUsPb  lialj  Oj^t  OillflP 

.Apt?-  ails  <uiUj  Jjjjlah  jki  lits  .dhp  said 


.dlt  iUp  OjjjtwJ  e£'  t-SlOai  t-3a?-  _^a  jl 


The  brigand  is  called  one  who  wages  war  against  God, 
because  the  traveller  relies  upon  God  Most  High;  so 


1 Jar  Allah  al-Zamakhshan,  al-Kashsbaf  can  haqa’iq  ghawamid  al-Tanzil , 
1:661. 

2 Abu  Hafs  al-Hanball,  al-Lubab  ft  ulum  al-Kitab,  7:303. 

Screen  View  Only — Click  to  get  a hard  copy:  http://www.MinhajPublications.com 


ic>6  I FATWA  on  Terrorism  and  Suicide  Bombings 


the  one  who  spoils  his  security  wages  war  against  the 
one  in  whom  the  traveller  trusts  for  the  obtainment  of 
security.  As  for  his  waging  war  against  His  Messenger 
H,  it  is  either  because  he  disobeys  him  Jl,  or  because 
the  Messenger  0 is  the  one  who  safeguards  the  paths 
of  the  Muslims,  and  the  caliphs  and  kings  after  him  are 
his  deputies.  So  he  who  acts  as  a highway  bandit  on  the 
roads  that  the  Messenger  and  his  deputies  took  upon 
themselves  to  safeguard  has  waged  war  against  him.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  phrase  can  be  understood  as  one  in 
which  the  first  particle  of  the  construction  is  omitted,  so 
in  other  words  it  means  those  who  wage  war  against  the 
servants  of  God.1 

These  aforementioned  quotes  prove  that  those  who  engage  in 
terrorism  are  engaged  in  war  against  God  and  His  Messenger  0 
and  the  Muslim  community  entire. 

9.2  An  Important  Point 

Highway  robbers  and  bandits  are  also  declared  rebels  and  must  be  put 
to  death  according  to  the  verse  of  Sura  al-Ma'ida  and  its  subsequent 
exegeses.  Highway  robbers  block  roads  and  cause  misery  to  God’s 
creation.  In  the  present-day  scenario,  this  crime  also  includes  incidents 
where  terrorists  hold  people  hostage  by  taking  over  buildings,  schools 
or  mosques  by  force. 

Terrorism  is  a form  of  social  disruption  that  causes  peaceful 
people  to  die  a tormenting  death  and  suffer  from  psychological 
distress  and  mental  disorders.  Terrorism  has  plagued  the  entire 
society  with  fear.  Since  terrorists  attempt  to  mislead  people  by 
baseless  and  specious  interpretations,  their  activities  are  a form 
of  religious  strife.  This  is  also  the  reason  why  God  declared  them 
killers  of  humanity,  or  worse,  those  who  wage  war  against  God 
and  His  Messenger  0>.  The  Almighty  has  declared  these  mischief- 
mongers  and  terrorists  the  killers  of  humanity  or  the  perpetrators 
of  even  a bigger  sin.  God’s  words  are  clear, 


1 Ibn  Humam,  Fath  al-Qadir,  y.rjj. 
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add 

‘ And ' tribulation  [ fitna ] is  worse  than  killing' 


9.3  The  Prophet’s  Jfi  Condemnation  of  Armed  Uprising 

AGAINST  THE  MUSLIM  COMMUNITY 


The  Prophet  vehemently  condemned  the  forces  of  dissention 
and  declared  them  outside  the  pale  of  Islam,  saying,  ‘they  are  not 
from  me’.  They  deviate  from  the  right  path,  indiscriminately  kill 
peaceful  people,  and  rise  in  revolt  against  the  state  and  society  at 
large.  Our  Prophet  |i,  the  one  who  gave  us  the  Shariah,  prescribed 
severe  punishments  against  rebels  and  mischief-makers,  and  the 
jurists  followed  suit  with  legal  edicts  in  their  respective  periods. 

The  Prophet  severely  warned  against  rebellion, 


JjlS  ’ytj  <dls  OU  tOU S (Jylij  Si-UaJl  j*  d° 

J.sC  j.iO  ; ± d ■ j.. ' jp*U  y\  d . d*\  dj.'j 

'Os''  * ' 

Jbi  ^3  J*  X?  PrP  dip  d“3 


‘Whoever  rebels  against  the  writ  of  the  Muslim  state  [and 
challenges  its  authority]  and  separates  himself  from  the 
community  [jamaa]  and  then  dies,  he  dies  the  death  of 
one  in  a state  of  jabiliya  [pre-Islamic  time  of  ignorance]. 
And  whoever  fights  under  a blind  banner,  becomes  angry 
for  the  sake  of  ignorant  bigotry,  calls  to  ignorant  bigotry 
and  gives  support  to  blind  bigotry  and  is  then  killed,  his 
death  is  one  of  jahiliyya.  And  whoever  secedes  from  my 
nation  [and  rebels  against  the  state,  raising  legions  and 
troops],  killing  its  righteous  and  sinful  members  and  feels 
no  compunction  [in  killing]  its  believers  and  does  not 
fulfil  the  oath  of  the  one  from  whom  an  oath  is  taken, 
then  he  is  not  from  me  and  I am  not  from  him’.z 


1 Qur’an  2:191. 

z Narrated  by  Muslim  in  al-Sahlh:  Kitab  al-imara  [The  Book  of  Leadership], 
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In  this  hadith,  the  Prophet  H declared  that  the  blind  pursuit  of  war 
and  fighting  is  lethal  against  the  community  cohesion.  If  someone 
fights  against  the  main  body  of  the  Muslim  Umma,  or  attempts  to 
foment  hostilities  on  the  basis  of  extremism,  the  Prophet  has 
not  only  declared  his  death  one  in  a state  of  gross  ignorance,  but 
he  has  also  expelled  him  from  the  Umma. 

The  Prophet  |fc  also  said, 

AAS’  ^ OU  jfij  S!  <UUih  fjj  4&I  APlis  \Jj 

.Jllftl?-  a£j>  OU  ajCj 

‘Whoever  withdraws  his  obedience  [to  the  rightful  ruler] 
shall  meet  God  on  the  Day  of  Resurrection  bereft  of  any 
argument;  and  whoever  dies  the  death  of  a rebel  against 
the  Muslim  state  dies  the  death  of  pre-Islamic  ignorance 
[jabi/iyya]’.1 

The  odiousness  of  unjust  rebellion  can  be  gauged  from  a unique 
hadith  report  found  in  Imam  al-Bayhaql’s  Shidab  al-lman,  from 
our  master  cAbd  Allah  b.  ‘Abbas  ^ who  said, 

■ & ^4*  "ill  jl 

‘If  one  mountain  rebelled  against  another  mountain,  God 
would  have  surely  pulverised  the  rebellious  one’.1 

Speaking  about  the  punishment  that  should  be  meted  out  to 
rebel  groups,  Imam  al-Kasanl  wrote  in  Badadc  al-sana’ic : 

ill  <d  t Jl£ail  PjlaisjJ  ^*>UUl  PjJ^JPi  ^jljAJl  PI  ^U*^l  PI 

chapter:  ‘The  Obligation  to  Stick  to  the  Main  Body  of  the  Muslims  in  the  Time 
of  Trials’,  3:1476, 1477  §1848;  al-Nasa’I  in  al-Sunan : Kitab  tahrJm  al-dam  [The 
Book  on  the  Prohibition  of  Bloodshed],  7:123  §4114;  and  Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in 
al-Musnad , 2:296  §488. 

1 Narrated  by  Muslim  in  al-Sahlh:  Kitab  al-imara  [The  Book  of  Leadership], 
chapter:  ‘The  Obligation  to  Stick  to  the  Main  Body  of  the  Muslims  in  the  Time 
of  Trials’,  3:1478  §1851;  and  al-Bayhaql  in  al-Sunan  al-kubra , 8:156. 
z Narrated  by  al-Bayhaql  in  Shvdab  al-lman,  5:291  §6693;  and  cited  by  al- 
Dhahabl  in  al-Kaba'ir,  1:603;  and  al-Suyutl  in  al-Durr  al-manthur , 4:353. 
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tj ^y  j!  AJ*i  ,X>°y  IjjUAjj  jp  'jiiAj 
5Sl  JliflJb  ^ai^Ls  iU~dli 

. t ^ d tyyj  -%-i  L«3  j**4 

pjtjf’jj  0!  a!  \jiaUj  3v!-l)  j»J  0[3 

^ L <JZ  3^puJ'  Slj'  APti^Ji  d*A*J'  ^![ 

oJj  £]■*'  ‘4^  ^ j^.  1~Ip  Uali>  O'  t£jj  tiijj  JaS  Jj£- 

'^jI^'  Old  4-2 y U^a  ^jslPAd  ,y]dj4'  ' ^AjPflO  j*>Lp  A ' J-lp  ^ ^ ..I j 

ijislid  ^jIp  UaO^I  C-*j  Ols^  i^Ui  djiJ  |»4jbl5  'j4'  OJj  (*4-^ 
0’jj^4  i'j&p-  Jl  t£*  '^5  /'  ^!  d^  ^*^“ 


. ust^.  A)l?wi!'  Sjja^o 


If  the  government  learns  that  the  Kharijites  [terrorists] 
are  wielding  weapons  and  preparing  for  battle,  it  must 
seize  them  and  detain  them  until  they  desist  and  repent. 
If  the  government  were  to  leave  them,  they  would  most 
certainly  spread  more  terrorism  on  the  earth.  Hence  it 
should  apprehend  them  but  not  fight  them  until  they 
initiate  hostilities,  because  fighting  them  is  for  the  sake 
of  repelling  their  evil,  not  the  evil  of  their  polytheism  [as 
it  is  for  the  pagans],  for  they  are  Muslims;  and  so  long 
as  their  evil  is  not  directed  to  others  they  are  not  to  be 
fought.  Therefore  the  government  should  first  invite  them 
to  observe  justice  and  return  to  the  view  of  the  greater 
community  [jama' a],  in  hopes  that  they  will  respond  and 
accept  the  invitation — as  is  the  practice  with  the  people 
with  whom  there  are  hostilities  [ahl  al-harb ].  On  this  note, 
it  is  reported  that  when  the  Haruriyya  rebelled  against 
our  master  cAll  Ji,  he  sent  cAbd  Allah  b.  cAbbas  £§,  to 
invite  them  to  justice.  He  attempted  to  persuade  them 
and  debated  them.  Those  amongst  them  who  responded 
positively  were  left  alone  and  those  amongst  them  who 
refused  were  fought,  as  per  the  words  of  the  Most  High, 
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‘So  if  one  group  rebels  against  the  other  then  fight,  all  of 
you  together,  against  the  rebellious  one  until  it  returns 
to  the  command  of  God’.1  And  similarly,  cAll  along 
with  the  Companions,  fought  against  the  Haruriyya  at 
Nahrawan.2 

Those  who  see  some  inkling  of  jihad  within  the  current  anti- 
state  activities  of  terrorists  should  know  with  certainty  that  taking 
the  lives  of  peaceful  Muslims  is  no  jihad  at  all.  Rather,  such  acts 
malign  the  exalted  concept  of  jihad.  It  is  a part  of  faith  to  consider 
rebellion  both  unlawful  and  anti-social. 


9.4  The  Threat  of  Hell  Awaits  Those  Who  Foment 
Rebellion 


No  Muslim  is  allowed  to  rebel  against  the  Muslim  polity.  Muslims 
are  commanded  to  stay  away  from  those  groups  of  rebels  and 
terrorists  who  provoke  sedition  and  militancy  against  the  collective 
order  of  a Muslim  state.  Imam  al-Bukharl  and  Muslim  narrated 
from  Hudhayfa  b.  al-Yaman  who  said, 


O'  SilAi  dlOi  cdSjj  t jIAJt  Ji-  fgf&i  <uit  Jjij  Ol£" 

'Agj  ail'  ^4  LS"* UJ  tail'  la  : 

ipju  :Jli  ? °jj>  jjij'  l>Ju  : Jli  jtAJ'  jJu 

Ojla-li  y^s  :Jl s Uj  :C-Ls  <u9j 

^S-  SlfO  <.y*j  :Jl3  jfi  Jjk. Jt  t_Sd'j  d*j  : C-.Ut  /jfj. jj  ,t 
: Jll  .LJ  Jjij  U :ciii  .I4J  ajdid  l£Jl  ji^jUrl  24 

O'  lid  tail'  1 :C~Ls  .UsLJL  OjilScdJ  liai?-  4*0 

4 did  : d-Lai  . Us  4 a4li?“  * fa  : Jld  tt^J'i 

^SSyij  Jf?-  VffJ*  J Lp\  ^s-  jPju  O'  JJj  tlgls" (3jd'  JjspIs  : Jld  ?)»UI 

Cjlj  OjiJ' 


1 Qur’an  29:9. 

2 Al-Kasani,  Bada'F  al-sana'i%  7:120. 
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‘The  people  used  to  ask  the  Messenger  of  God  0 about 
the  good,  but  I would  ask  him  about  evil  for  fear  that  it 
would  overtake  me.  I said,  “O  Messenger  of  God!  We 
were  in  a state  of  extreme  ignorance  and  evil  and  then 
God  brought  us  this  good.  Tell  me,  will  there  be  any  evil 
after  this  good?”  He  0 said,  “Yes”.  I then  asked,  “And 
will  there  be  any  good  after  that  evil?”  He  0 said,  “Yes, 
but  it  will  be  mixed”.  I asked,  “So  what  is  this  mixture?” 

He  0 replied,  “There  will  come  a people  who  will  follow 
a way  other  than  my  Sunna  and  a path  different  from 
my  guidance.  You  will  see  some  things  from  them  that 
you  will  approve  of,  and  other  things  that  you  detest”.  I 
asked  him,  “Will  there  be  any  evil  after  that  good?”  He 
0 replied,  “Yes.  There  will  be  people  who  invite  to  the 
gates  of  Hell;  whoever  responds  to  their  invitation  shall 
be  cast  by  them  into  it”.  I asked,  “O  Messenger  of  God! 
Describe  them  for  us”.  He  0 said,  “Of  course.  They  are  a 
folk  from  our  race  and  who  speak  our  language  [i.e.,  the 
language  of  the  Muslims]”.  I said,  “O  Messenger  of  God! 

What  do  you  think  I should  do  if  that  time  comes  upon 
me?”  He  0 replied,  “Stick  to  the  general  body  of  the 
Muslims  [/amaca]  and  their  ruler”.  I asked,  “But  what  if 
there  is  neither  a general  body  nor  a righteous  ruler?”  He 
replied,  “Then  steer  clear  of  all  those  groups  completely, 
even  if  you  must  bite  firmly  onto  a tree  trunk  until  death 
overtakes  you”.’1 * 3 

This  hadith  mentions  several  important  points  related  to  the 
subject  under  discussion.  It  mentions  that  in  the  final  days  there 
will  appear  dissention  and  tribulation  in  the  Muslim  Umma,  and 
that  those  who  instigate  rebellion  will  lead  others  to  Hell  instead  of 
Paradise.  Their  language,  colour,  appearance  and  demeanour  will 

1 Narrated  by  al-Bukharl  in  al-Sahlh:  Kitab  al-manaqib  [The  Book  of  Exemplary 
Virtues],  chapter:  ‘The  Signs  of  Prophethood  in  Islam’,  3:1319  §3411;  and 
Muslim  in  al-Sahlh:  Kitab  al-imara  [The  Book  of  Leadership],  Chapter:  ‘The 

Obligation  to  Stick  to  the  Main  Body  of  the  Muslims  in  the  Time  of  Tribulation, 

3:I475  §1847. 
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outwardly  be  that  of  the  Prophet  but  they  will  show  hostility  to 
the  majority  of  mainstream  Muslims.  Furthermore,  they  will  rise  in 
revolt  against  the  Muslim  governments  or  invite  others  to  revolt. 
We  also  learn  from  this  hadith  that  avoiding  these  evil  people  and 
associating  with  the  main  body  of  Muslims  will  guarantee  that  our 
faith  is  protected.  And  finally,  we  see  that  the  way  of  terrorism 
and  armed  rebellion  against  the  Muslim  government  contravenes 
the  law  of  Islam  and  that  those  who  respond  to  this  call  will  go 
to  Hell. 

Commenting  on  this  hadith,  Qadl  cIyad  said, 


‘All  the  hadith  reports  of  [Sahih]  Muslim  placed  in  this 
chapter  are  proofs  that  it  is  forbidden  to  rebel  against 
unjust  rulers  and  disobey  them’.1 


This  means  that  all  legal,  constitutional,  democratic  and 
peaceful  means  can  be  used  against  injustice,  excess  and  state 
oppression,  and  the  methods  which  have  been  strictly  prohibited 
are  those  of  terrorism,  rebellion  and  armed  struggle. 

It  is  important  to  understand  that  there  is  a vast  distinction 
between  enjoining  the  good  and  forbidding  the  evil  [al-amr  bi  al- 
macrufwa  al-nahl  can  al-munkar]  and  armed  struggle.  The  Shariah 
has  clearly  spelled  out  rules  and  regulations  for  both.  It  is  reported 
by  Abu  al-Bukhtarl  that  it  was  said  to  Hudhayfa  b.  al-Yaman  J3., 

o'  sioji  'jfi  yds  ? jSdiJ'  yp  jje 

‘Should  we  not  enjoin  good  and  forbid  evil?’  He  said,  ‘That 
is  good;  however,  it  is  not  from  the  Sunna  to  take  up  arms 
against  your  government  [i.e.,  it  is  terrorism  and  rebellion 
and  no  way  “bidding  good  and  forbidding  evil]”.’2 


1 Qadi  Tyad,  Ikmal  al-mulim  bi  fawa’id  Muslim,  6:256-257. 

2 Narrated  by  Ibn  Abl  Shayba  in  al-Musannaf,  7:508  §37613;  and  al-Bayhaql 
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The  method  of  enjoining  good  and  forbidding  evil  must  be 
peaceful,  and  not  even  an  iota  of  violence  is  permissible  in  its 
enforcement. 

9.5  The  Unlawfulness  of  Using  Slogans  to  Incite 
Hatred  and  Violence 

The  jurists  have  declared  it  a duty  of  the  government  to  eliminate 
miscreants  and  terrorists  who  kill  peaceful  people  and  raise  bigoted 
slogans.  Ibn  ‘Ala1  al-Andarltl  writes  in  al-Fatawa  al-tatarkhanlyya : 

4-d  OjUtfj  Up  Cl—Lli  a Cl— £-2  a \j'j  Jjd  . ‘ ^ L : lil 

,,t  s O'  ^3  OtkioJ'  jlT  013  .Sjjj)  ZZjJij 

01  ^llu  i>5*0j  .OtlallJl  Aijikll  C-Ijlii  *ildt  S OlS*  013 

JjAjt”  :'jJt3  U J4"S!  013  OlJaifJ'  O' 

O'  O'  OlkJUii 

Supposing  that  a group  from  the  people  of  the  qibla 
[i.e.,  Muslims]  appear,  raising  a banner  [i.e.,  slogan] 
and  calling  to  it  and  killing  for  its  sake,  and  supposing 
they  gain  strength,  force  and  power — if  that  is  due  to 
the  ruler’s  oppression  of  them,  he  should  not  oppress 
them;  and  if  he  ceases  to  desist  from  oppressing  them  and 
that  group  continues  to  fight  against  the  ruler,  then  the 
people  should  neither  assist  them  nor  the  ruler.  And  if 
that  group’s  fighting  is  not  due  to  the  ruler’s  oppression 
of  them,  and  rather  they  say,  ‘The  truth  is  with  us’,  and 
they  claim  independent  authority,  then  the  ruler  must 
fight  them  to  establish  the  writ  of  the  government  and 
the  people  must  assist  him.1 

9.6  Killing  Due  to  Sectarian  Differences  is  Blameworthy 

Whatever  misguided  interpretations  terrorists  put  forth,  their  major 
in  ShiFab  al-Iman,  6:62-63. 

1 Ibn  al-‘Ala’  al-Andarltl,  al-Fatawa  al-tatarkhaniyya,  4:172. 
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claim  is  that  they  alone  are  the  representatives  of  truth.  To  present 
it  legally  and  religiously,  they  also  raise  the  slogan,  ‘the  truth  is 
on  our  side’.  The  extremists  of  today  believe  that  their  view  alone 
represents  true  Islam  and  true  faith  according  to  the  Qur’an  and 
Sunna.  In  their  minds  the  rest  of  the  Muslims,  who  do  not  approve 
of  their  ideas,  and  all  Muslim  rulers  and  governments  not  governing 
completely  in  accordance  with  Islamic  law  and  who  are,  in  reality, 
a mixture  of  good  and  evil,  are  disbelievers  and  polytheists,  or  at 
least  misguided.  These  extremists  regard  democratic  institutions 
and  elections  as  an  embodiment  of  disbelief  and  believe  that  it 
is  jihad  to  fight  against  them.  Due  to  this  ideology,  they  declare 
that  it  is  lawful  to  kill  government  officials  and  the  masses  of 
people  who  participate  in  voting.  They  also  believe  that  theft  and 
robbery  are  lawful  because,  in  their  minds,  they  are  engaged  in 
a jihad  against  disbelief  and  disbelievers.  Thus,  in  their  minds, 
everything  they  do  to  achieve  their  objectives  is  fair,  including 
suicide  bombing,  mass  killing  and  wanton  acts  of  violence.  The 
fact  remains  that  all  they  say  and  do  is  misguidance,  terrorism  and 
revolt.  On  that  note,  the  Prophet  said, 


llij  OlSjj  <ul t-  c4p  'ii  tjj  UJt 

t_i.lf.jLj  e-lyj  i U s'jZs- 

^^9  ^1  li|jt  !*&'  ts?  k - cJls  :Jls  Jb  oUjj 

■^9  9 


‘The  only  thing  I fear  for  you  is  a man  who  recites  the 
Qur’an  until  you  see  its  beauty  upon  him,  and  who 
supports  Islam  until  God  willed,  until  he  abandons  it 
and  casts  it  behind  his  back  and  attacks  his  neighbour 
[a  Muslim]  with  a sword  and  accuses  him  of  polytheism 
\shirk]\  [The  narrator  of  this  hadith  said,]  ‘O  Messenger 
of  God!  Which  of  the  two  is  closer  to  polytheism,  the 
accuser  or  the  accused?’  The  Messenger  of  God  0 
responded,  ‘Of  course,  it  is  the  accuser’.1 


1 Narrated  by  Ibn  Hibban  in  al-Sahih,  1:282  §81;  and  al-Bazzar  in  al-Musnad, 
7:220  §2793. 
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The  worst  manifestation  of  sectarianism  that  the  Muslim 
Umma  faces,  and  over  which  Muslims  across  the  world  remain 
worried  and  divided,  is  the  escalating  tendency  of  accusing  others 
of  polytheism.  The  majority  of  the  Muslims  in  Europe,  the  US,  the 
Middle  East  and  the  Indian  Subcontinent  are  weathering  the  storm 
of  allegations  from  a particular  brand  of  extremists  who  regard 
everyone  as  disbelievers  except  themselves.  In  their  warped  view, 
the  Sufis  and  saints  who  rendered  excellent  service  to  the  faith  and 
spread  it  during  the  1400-year  history  of  Islam  did  nothing  but 
foster  polytheism.  They  think  that  they  alone  have  been  rightly 
guided  and  that  the  elders  and  saints  of  the  past  generations  were 
ignoramuses,  polytheists  and  innovators. 

In  truth,  many  non-Muslims  around  the  world  have  developed 
strong  hatred  towards  Islam  due  to  their  extremist  activities,  while 
the  Muslims  have  come  to  blows,  tearing  apart  the  unity  of  the 
Umma.  The  aforementioned  hadith  is  a clear  illustration  of  their 
misplaced  arrogance  and  false  assumptions. 
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